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¢ Motivation to enroll in IJP Program

‘Take action!” 'Whenever | don’t know what to do, | have a motto
of “Once take action and regret it even if it was off-course.”
Studying abroad as an exchange student was one of the bucket
lists of university life so I immediately applied for IJP. The fact
that | was able to study abroad as an exchange student was
good, but one of the main reasons | applied without hesitation
was that | was able to take graduate school classes as an
undergraduate student and do interesting research in a
laboratory with a foreign academic advisor.

4 Preparation

After | heard a notice of acceptance, | was worried about what
would be the best preparation before | went. Spring semesters
in Korea began in March but April in Japan so there was
preliminary preparation time. While | was thinking like 'Studying
related majors, studying Japanese, and taking a rest?’, | thought
let's study language because | found that communication is the
most important in other countries where culture and
environment are different.

4 Beginning of life in Japan

I arrived on April 1 in Japan with half of expectation and
concern.

| stayed in a single room dormitory for one semester in Japan.
Unlike the Korea Maritime and Ocean Universitydormitory, it
was best to have induction that | could cook in the room and air
conditioning.

Coastal Engineering and Environment Laboratory (CEEL) that |
belonged has seminars every Friday. Students in the lab present
their research freely, and after that, they receive feedback from
professors and students. CEEL Laboratories have 17 students
who are instructed by four professors.

I introduced myself to them at the first seminar that | had after
arriving in Japan and they gave me a welcome party after that.
There are many international students from various countries
(Korea, China, Vietnam, and Myanmar) so CEEL Laboratories are
the place where you can make your own dishes and taste each
other's dishes and share and talk about each country's culture.

e - F

< Welcome and farewell party >

About a month and a half later after almost adaptation to life in
Japan, | had a new problem. | didn't want to finish the exchange
student by taking graduate school classes and Japanese classes.
For the remaining 100 days, | wanted to set one study topic
doing with professors in CEEL and present the results about it
that | choose. It was because of the idea that | could find a topic
of interest while working with professors and students. I'd like

to do many things but my problem is that it’s hard for me to
choose only one thing among many things that I'd like to study.
It wasn't anyone's pressure, but | was obsessed with having to
decide in a short time like when | was in Korea.

¢ A new goal

| used to take action as fast as | can but | had a week of deciding
what research to do here because | have decision trouble that
doesn’t allow me to easily choose one of the many things that |
want to do. To make matters worse, a professor in CEEL told me
that it’s very difficult to study tsunami during short times when |
said | would like to do research on tsunami which is the active
research in Japan. Also, when | asked for advice on what kind of
research to do, he advised that courses of finding a research
topic that | want to study by myself are one of the important
parts of the research. As a result, | set a goal as reviewing an
existing paper written by other authors perfectly.

After that, | had to receive data from other scenarios because |
could not receive the data of the previously thought scenario. |
also had difficulty to study on my own about X-beach model
because there was no one in CEEL who is able to handle it.
However, | was able to finish my life in Japan by achieving a final
presentation for the reviewed paper. It was a better experience
than ever because | accomplished what | decided to do and set a
goal additionally. If | had thought to study one topic but hadn't
taken action on it, last results would be different from now. My
first step in thinking about the research topic | wanted to do and
asking for advice from the professor was very helpful.

¢ New experience

One day, my friend, who was living in the same dormitory,
suggested climbing to the summit of Mt. Fuji. We decided to
hike Mt. Fuji for two days without sleeping at night.

On the day of the climb, we didn’t know whether it would be
rainy due to the influence of typhoon CROSSA, and if it rained a
lot, it was impossible to climb the mountain so we headed to
5th point of Yosida route with half of expectation and concern
like I visited Japan for the first time.

At the Shinjuku Bus Station before departure, it was a steamy
heat, but as soon as we arrived at the 5th point (2,305m), the
cool weather made me tremble. After having dinner, we started
hiking at 7:30 pm, but there was no problem up to the 9th point
(about 3,500m) except for tiredness of no-sleep based on
drinking water and the effect of sugar intake through chocolate.
But as soon as | passed the 9th point, my head hurts sharply. |
think it was due to mountain sickness. | was very dizzy due to it
but | put up with it with the thought that we reach the top soon.
After reaching the summit at about 3:30 am, | rested for 30

minutes to relieve that symptom and waited for sunrise. The
sunrises that we saw above the clouds was spectacular even
though | was tired and dizzy. It was a gift of unexpected
achievement and challenging spirit from a new experience
although fourteen and a half hour climbing was so hard.

< Summit of Mt.Fugi, 3,776m, Sunrise seen above clouds >
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¢ To future applicants of Campus Asia program
Campus Asia's OQEANOUS offers a variety of programs. In
addition to credit exchange, students can earn multiple degrees
when they participate in the DDP program. If you participate in
the IJP program as an undergraduate, you can take pre-graduate
school lectures in advance. It is a big advantage that if you do
not have any research in progress at the host school, you can
conduct new research with the advisor in Japan. It helps you set
the direction of the future research topic. If you have ongoing
research, you can get feedback from many people. Besides,
TUMSAT and SHOU both have more than 100 years of tradition
so you can take various kinds of classes.

Above all, | think that the biggest advantage is that applicants
can live in another country with scholarships. Living in different
languages and cultures, you can gain a lot of experience from
the time that everything is clumsy and awkward to the moment
of adaptation. New experiences will give a new direction.
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Hello, this is Liao Kai, | am gonna share my experience in the
Double Degree Program. | got my master degree in industrial
economics from Shanghai Ocean University (SHOU) in June 2019.
Two years ago, | got an opportunity to study at Professor
Sasaki’s lab due to double degree program between SHOU and
TUMSAT. Hence, | am now also a second-year master student in
TUMSAT. My introduction can be separated into five parts:

¢ Why | join DDP program?

To be frankly, the reason why | want to enroll in the program is
my curiosity. During my first year in SHOU, many FAO experts
and foreign scholars were invited to share their recent studies, |
found their researches are interesting and novel, so | become
curious about studying abroad. OQEANOUS Program began in
2017, two years ago, my information about this program was
limited, all  know is that there are many excellent professors in
my college graduated from Japan, and | wanna know what they
learned during their study in Japan, so | made my decision.

¢ Challenges and Difficulties that | faced during
the program

Speaking of challenges at TUMSAT, from my perspective of view,
the biggest challenge is the language barrier. Lucky for me, |
received language training course in TUMSAT, so | can
understand the daily conversation in Japanese. But when | took
the course of Academic Japanese and Marine Economic and
Policy, it was quite challenging, | have to spend more time in
making preparations for the class, and even worried about my
results after the examination.

The common difficulty when studying abroad is probably the
loneliness, sometimes | may doubt whether | made the right
decision or not. But loneliness can be treated as our best friend,
someone has told me before that if you know how to find

happiness when you are lonely, you can have the courage to
overcome most difficulties in your life.

¢ Merits or demerits to join DDP

Merits: | have always believed that life is more about
experiences, join this program can enrich my life experiences. |
can got the opportunity to learn what are the latest research
trend in Japan.

Demerits: Personally, | may get frustrated and sensitive easily
when studying abroad. But | am now trying to control myself.

¢ What did | gained from DDP program and my
future plan
Before | join this program, | wanted to work as an intern in Food
and Agriculture Organization to carry out research project in
African country. This programme has gave me a lot of
confidence and courage to challenge myself, so | am now more
focused on my life goals.
During my study in Japan, | was inspired by a lot of teachers,
their classes have shown me how to put the theoretical
knowledge into real practice, how to conduct research project
and educational program. Besides, | have also learned Japanese,
Japanese culture and tradition. | think | can be more positively
influenced by the academic atmosphere in TUMSAT, so | chose
here to continue my studies once again.

¢ Short introduction about SHOU

The students at SHOU are very friendly, please don’t afraid of
asking for help. If you are outgoing, you can make a lot of
Chinese friend in SHOU. If you are introvert, you can stay in the
library from 8:00 am to 10:00 pm, the cafeteria can serve your
meal, you don’t have to cook for yourself.



	体験記-表紙
	体験記01
	体験記02
	体験記03

